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TAGS: EIND, BDIS, ENRG, PO 

SUBJ: GASOLINE DISTRIBUTING COMPANIES TO PAY 
HIGHER SUMS TO DEALERS 

REE: LISBON 2916 OE AUGUST 6, 1973 

1. THE GOVERNMENT HAS AUTHORIZED GASOLINE DEALERS TO 
RETAIN, AS OF AUGUST 1, 50 CENTAVOS (APPROXIMATELY 

2 U.S. CENTS) PER LITER OF GASOLINE SOLD INSTEAD OF 
THE 40 CENTAVOS PRESENTLY AGREED TO. (THE GOVERNMENT 
ALSO AUTHORIZED DEALERS AN INCREASE ON GAS OIL.) 

2. INASMUCH AS THE PRICE OF GASOLINE REMAINS EROZEN, THE 
INCREASE OF 10 CENTAVOS WILL BE PAID BY THE PETROLEUM 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANIES. ACCORDING TO A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF MOBIL, THIS INCREASED PAYMENT MEANS A SUBSTANTIAL 
CUT IN THEIR REVENUES. THE DISTRIBUTOR COMPANIES, HE 

SAID, WERE UNABLE TO HOLD OUT AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT BECAUSE 
SACOR,A PORTUGUESE FIRM IN WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
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3. COMMENT: GASOLINE DEALERS HAVE FOR SOME MONTHS 

BEEN WAGING A CAMPAIGN EOR HIGHER REMUNERATIONS. THEY 

WON AN INCREASE IN JUNE WHEN THE GOVERNMENT ITSELE 

AGREED TO EINANCE AN INCREASE OE 20 CENTAVOS PER 

LITER. THIS TIME, HOWEVER, THE INCREASE COMES OUT 

OE THE HIDES OF THE DISTRIBUTING COMPANIES. ALTHOUGH THE 

RULING IS APPLICABLE TO INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 

EIRMS ALIKE, THE INTERNATIONALS SEE IT AS A EURTHER 

STEP TO PUSH THEM OUT OE PORTUGAL. THEIR REASONING 

IS THAT THE INTERNATIONALS ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY AEFECTED 

BY ANY DECISION THAT REDUCES EARNING CAPACITY 

SINCE THE GOVERNMENT HAS LIMITED THEIR SHARE OE THE 

MARKET (SEE REETEL). 
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